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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

Claims 2, 4, 5, 7, 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
comma missing between claim number and wherein. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

1. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention falls outside of the statutory categories. While claims 1 and 8 define a 
"process", or "method", intrinsic evidence within the specification suggests that 
the method is drawn to steps performed purely by software (i.e., see pages 8-10, 
13 and 14) and software per se is neither a "product" nor a "process" in a 
statutory sense. The aforementioned intrinsic evidence in the specification 
suggests that the full scope of the claimed method encompasses nothing more 
than software and is therefore non-statutory for that reason. Furthermore, a 
practical application exists if the result of the claimed invention is "useful, 
concrete and tangible". It appears that applicant is defining a series of instances 
(SGP) used for determining information (e.g. routing information). Thus, 
determining information would not provide a tangible result. 
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Claim 14 states a "signaling gateway element" processing information 
(i.e., processing information is not tangible). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
2. Claims 1, 2 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claim 1 , "determining routing information enabling an application 
server process" (ASP) is not understood. How does the ASP receive the 
information or as a result of what message exchange does the ASP receive the 
information? Also, a "particular point code" is vague and indefinite? 

As to claim 2, the information appears to be sent from the "signaling 
gateway process" (SGP) to the ASP in claim 1 . However, Claim 2 recites that 
the information is "sent by the application server process". 

As to claim 8, are both "SLS values" and "routing information received" 
used to direct the signaling? Or is it one or the other of the techniques mentioned 
above? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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3. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Roque et al, European Patent Application 1261217 (hereinafter referenced as 
Roque). 

As to claim 1, Roque teaches a method for operating a signalling gateway 
process (paragraphs 60, 66 and 100) comprising determining routing information 
(paragraph 97 and 102 teach that the SGP is capable of determining routing. 
Additionally, paragraph 63, lines 10-16 teach that the SGP sends information of 
how the data is handled to the ASP), enabling an application server process to 
identify a signalling gateway process to which to direct signalling messages 
destined for a particular point code and making said information available to the 
application server process (paragraph 108 and 111, note that fig. 4 element 50 
and 60 illustrate the connection between an ASP and SGP and the signaling 
from the ASP reaches the SCN, wherein the SCN has point codes. Additionally, 
paragraph 46 teaches that the ASP has the capability to identify the SGP. 
Paragraph 149 teaches details between the message exchanges) 

As to claim 2, Roque teaches that the information takes the form of a 
routing table that serves to distribute signalling gateway process identifiers over 
possible signalling link selector values included in signalling messages sent by 
the application server process (paragraph 66, note that identifiers with the status 
of the SGP are sent to the ASP. The ASP has the capability to acknowledge or 
request additional information). 
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As to claim 3, Roque teaches responding to a change in the status of 
links upon a route to a particular point code by redetermining the routing 
information for that point code and making the redetermined information available 
to an application server process (paragraphs 105 and 158). 

As to claim 4, Roque teaches determined routing information is made 
available to the application server process in response to receipt of an audit 
message from the application server process for a particular destination point 
code (paragraphs 127, 128 and 157). 

As to claim 5, Roque teaches that the determined and/or redetermined 
routing information is included in a message transmitted from a signalling 
gateway process to an application server process that serves to indicate the 
availability of the point code concerned (paragraph 137). 

As to claim 6, Roque teaches a registration step comprising transmitting a 
signalling gateway process identifier to an application server process (paragraph 
152). 

As to claim 7, Roque teaches that the signalling gateway process 
identifier is included in an acknowledgement by the signalling gateway process of 
a message indicating that the application server process is ready to receive 
signalling traffic (paragraph 155). 

As to claim 8, Roque teaches a method for operating an application 
server process to sending signalling messages to a signalling network via 
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signalling gateway comprising a plurality of signalling gateway processes 
(paragraph 46, and fig. 4 elements 1312-GW1 And 1212-AS1). the method 
comprising identifying a signalling gateway process to which to direct signalling 
messages destined for a particular point code by reference to routing information 
received from a signalling gateway process and SLS values contained in the 
signalling messages (at least paragraph 53 teaches that the SGP provides 
maintenance and traffic information to the ASP, wherein traffic and maintenance 
reads on routing, since the messaging contains RIE as taught in paragraph 106. 
Additionally, fig. 4 provides the foundation of the system by illustrating the 
communication between elements 1212 AS1 and 1312-GW1, note the different 
paths 109 to the SCN connection. Paragraphs 126-128 teach the exchange of 
messages between SGP and ASP) 

As to claim 9, Roque teaches that the routing information takes the form 
of a routing table that serves to distribute signalling gateway process identifiers 
over possible signalling link selector values included in the signalling messages 
(paragraph 66, note that identifiers with the status of the SGP are sent to the 
ASP. The ASP has the capability to acknowledge or request additional 
information). 

As to claim 10, Roque teaches repeatedly receiving the routing 
information from a signalling gateway process in messages that serve to indicate 
the availability of the point code concerned (paragraphs 126-129). 
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As to claim 11, Roque teaches initiating the repeated sending of the 
routing information by including a request in an audit message for a particular 
destination point code sent to a signalling gateway process (paragraphs 127, 128 
and 157). 

As to claim 12, Rpque teaches including a registration step requesting 
and receiving a signalling gateway process identifier from a signalling gateway 
process (paragraph 152). 

As to claim 13, Roque teaches that the registration request is included in 
a message indicating that the application server process is ready to receive 
signalling traffic (paragraph 155). 

As to claim 14, Roque teaches a signalling gateway element arranged to 
carry out a method as claimed in claim 1 (see claim 1 rejection). 

As to claim 15, Roque teaches a signalling gateway (fig. 4 element 1312- 
GW1) having a redundant set of signalling links to a signalling network and 
having a single point code, or set of point codes (fig. 4 note the links 109 
connected to the SCN, wherein the 1312 supports one or many point codes) 
therein, and comprising a plurality of signalling elements as claimed in claim 14, 
with each signalling element comprising a signalling unit to which a subset of the 
signalling links are connected (fig. 4 element 1312). 
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As to claim 16, Roque teaches an application server (fig. 4, element 
1212) arranged to carry out a method as claimed in claim 8 (see similar rejection 
to claim 8). 

As to claim 17, Roque teaches a signalling system comprising a signalling 
gateway (fig. 4 element 1312-GW1) as claimed in claim 15 within a signalling 
network and having a single point code, or set of point codes (fig. 4 note the links 
109 connected to the SCN, wherein the 1312 supports one or many point codes), 
therein, the signalling gateway elements of the signalling gateway each having at 
least one connection with at least one application server element as claimed in 
claim 15 (note the SCTP connection). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Pablo R. Ovando whose telephone number is 
571-272-9752. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 am to 
5:00pm, EST,Alternating Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on 571-272-7488. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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